
 

January 2017 Newsletter 

 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Jan. 14th- Club meeting. Juniper/boxwood styling I. 

Jan. 21st- Club meeting. Juniper/boxwood styling II. 

Jan. 28- Club dig. 

Feb. 11- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Feb. 18th- Dig rainout date. 

Feb. 25th- Annual business meeting. Everyone 

welcome to come and share their ideas for our club. 

March 11th- Squashed juniper? What is it? Steven 

shares this unusual style with us. 

April 6-9 LSBF State Convention in Dallas. 

April 22-23rd- Japanese Garden Spring Festival, 

BOD meeting. 

April 22nd- Club meeting cancelled due to Spring 

Festival. 

May 13th- 8AM- 4PM. Club Auction and Raffle. 

May 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

June 10th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

July 8th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

August 12th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! It’s time to 

renew your membership! There’s 

a form at the end of the newsletter. 
 

President’s Message By Newly 

Elected  President Dan LeBlanc 
Happy New Year from your newly elected 

president of the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. As I had 

mentioned in last month’s newsletter I’m excited 

about the new year and the new prospects for the 

FWBS. Now that our meetings have been moved to 

the second Saturday I’m hopeful we can interest 

more people to attend our meetings and bring new 

members into our local club. As I mentioned before 

our stated mission from the FWBS bylaws “is to 

promote knowledge and interest in bonsai” I think we 

are on the right track to accomplish this goal for 

2017.   

In addition to our new meeting schedule we 

have a new website that has generated quite a bit of 

interest. Please; I can’t stress enough! Go to our 

website and register. http://fortworthbonsai.org. This 

is one of our best ways to communicate with the 

bonsai community in Texas and throughout the 

world. In fact we will be announcing a “Soil Sifting” 

get together at my house for December 30th. I’m not 

sure the newsletter will get out in time but we will 

announce this on the website.  

In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is in the process of being 

updated. For now you can visit us @ Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society 

The start of this year looks like a lot of fun 

activities for the FWBS. We will have 2 club 

meetings in January to style trees that we sell at the 

Japanese Spring and Fall Festivals. January 14th and 

the 21st. This is a fun HANDS ON event where we 

all style and repot trees. So if you’re new to our club, 

come have some fun while helping the club out at the 

same time. This is one of our only ways to generate 

revenue for the FWBS so all your help is appreciated. 

It’s also a fun time for all.  

This year looks like a really good year for 

FWBS with a lot of activity early in the year. January 

is starting off with two FWBS meetings and a 

possible club dig also. February 25th. Is our Annual 

Business meeting, and everyone is welcome.  

The LSBF State Convention is in Dallas the 

April. Please register by going to :  

http://www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2



017/Registration%20Form%20and%20Workshop%

20Listing%202017.pdf 

Just a little side note; the first year I started to 

attend meetings at the FWBS the convention was 

held in Dallas. After I went to that convention and 

saw all the wonderful local Bonsai I was hooked for 

life. This is a must see far all bonsai enthusiasts in 

the area. Please invite your friends and family to see 

the exhibit. 

And last but not least; once again, I would 

like to thank Steven Hendricks for stepping in to 

cover the open President spot for the last several 

years. Steven has served as President and Vice 

President after Bill Weber was unable to fulfill his 

schedule due to illness. In addition to Steven I would 

also like to recognize all our board members who 

have served and continue to serve the FWBS over 

and over year after year. So thanks to All the board 

members; Steven Hendricks Vice President,  Mark 

Bynum Treasurer, LSBF Representative also Mark 

Bynum, Website maintenance Terry J Broullette, our 

long serving Newsletter Editor Estella Flather and 

our newest member and Secretary Cora Wade. Thank 

you all for your service and helping the FWBS grow. 

Thanks 

Dan 

January Juniper Workshop 
From new Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 The January program will be creating juniper 

bonsai for the club’s sales area at the Japanese 

Garden Festivals. There will be two Saturday 

meetings for this. All materials will be provided so 

come on out and have fun training some junipers. 

This is a great way to get more experience with 

juniper bonsai and helps to raise funds for our club 

so that we can offer educational opportunities for our 

members.  

 Another opportunity in January is a planned 

collecting trip. To attend, you need to fill out the 

waiver at the end of the newsletter. 

 

December’s Christmas Party 

 

 
Dan won the tree decorating competition. 

 

 
The 2017-2018 slate of officers was officially 

introduced. Dan LeBlanc, President; Estella Flather, 

Vice-President/Program Chairman; Mark Bynum 

will stay on as Treasurer. Later at the meeting Cora 

Wade volunteered to be secretary! Thanks to all for 

stepping up to help our club continue. 

 

 

LSBF 2017 Convention in Dallas 
From Diane Lowe of the Bonsai Society of Dallas 

We (the Bonsai Society of Dallas) are busy planning 

the LSBF 2017 Convention in Dallas for April 6th – 9th.  In case 

you are new to one of these, it is a 3-day funfest for all you 

bonsai nerds and potential nerds.  Our venue is the Sheraton 

Dallas North Hotel (www.sheratondallasnorth.com) located 

very near the Galleria shopping area.  It is a 4- star hotel and the 

http://www.sheratondallasnorth.com/


rooms all feature flat screen TVs, coffee pots, Internet access, 

and Sheraton’s Sweet Sleeper bed.  The food is great and the 

hotel lobby is bright and open with a comfortable bar right off 

the main area.  With a nightly rate of $99 per night it is just 

right!!  Here is the line-up of what we have planned.  

 The convention unofficially begins on Thursday 

evening with our vendor preview night where all our vendors 

will be set up and ready to share their merchandise.  This gives 

you a first look and opportunity to buy before the actual 

convention starts.  We will have hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar, and 

a little light music to enjoy while you shop.  Also happening 

next door will be the LSBF Club Challenge where teams from 

each club will be invited to participate in the initial styling of a 

tree to be later judged by our guest artists.  This night is not 

open to the public, but only to full registrants and/or LSBF 

member club members.    

 

Friday 
Friday begins with morning workshops and the vendor 

area opens early in case you need any supplies for your 

workshop.  You have your choice to participate in either the 

initial styling of a mighty and old Yaupon Holly with Juan 

Andrade (tree included), Bring Your Own Tree with Daisaku 

Nomoto, or a Ponderosa Pine with Bjorn Bjorholm.  For the 

Ponderosa Pine, you can either bring your own ponderosa or 

purchase and work on one of the many trees that will be there 

for you to select from.  

Our first fun raffle drawing happens after the 

workshops are over.  Lunch follows and will feature our guest 

Michael Ryan Bell discussing the second part of his series on 

Japanese bonsai pottery during our group lunch.  Ryan has 

quickly become one of the foremost experts on bonsai pottery 

and their history and appreciation.  After lunch our exhibition 

hall opens for you to visit and admire over 50 beautiful display 

trees and companions.  Look, study, photograph; you may even 

want to draw a few of them to practice your artistry.   

The afternoon continues with three other workshops.  

Bjorn will do a Bring Your Own Tree (note: only 1 seat left as 

of this writing), Daisaku will conduct a Japanese Black Pine 

initial styling which includes the tree.  These have a substantial 

base and are conducive to a literati style.  And Juan will also 

lead an initial styling of a Taxus ‘Densiformis’ (Yew) which 

also includes the tree.   

If you aren’t part of the workshops, there will be a 

docent led tour of the exhibition that afternoon with an 

explanation of how trees were selected and the thought process 

behind each display.  Of course our vendor area will be open 

throughout the day and a new round of raffle items will be 

available for viewing.  Another raffle drawing happens early 

that evening to coincide with the cocktail hour.  Soon thereafter, 

Bjorn will be in our exhibit area doing a critique of the 

highlights of the exhibits.  

Our welcome dinner follows and after dinner the three 

guest artists take center stage and each work on an initial styling 

of some great material.  You won’t want to miss seeing them in 

action, as well as the interaction between them.  It will a fun, 

informal night with opportunity for questions and answers. 

Saturday 
There is another round of workshops you can attend 

on Saturday.  The morning provides two options; Juan is 

leading the initial styling of a Brazilian Raintree and Daisaku 

will lead the initial styling of a Japanese Maple ‘Kashima’.  

Both include the trees.  Unfortunately Bjorn’s Shimpaku 

juniper workshop is already sold out.    Three other options are 

available for the afternoon as well.  Juan has a Bring Your Own 

Tree workshop and David Kruetz will lead an azalea workshop 

featuring a beautiful exposed root azalea.  At the same time, 

John Borusheski will be conducting a scroll making workshop 

which is sure to be fun.  It includes a background on the history 

of scrolls and all the materials to make your own scroll.  You 

will leave with your scroll and the knowledge of how to make 

more scrolls to enhance your bonsai displays.   

That same afternoon we also have another demonstration 

scheduled for full registration participants only.  Bjorn and 

Daisaku again take the stage together for an interesting rock 

planting demonstration.  It will be in a smaller room and Q & 

A is welcome.    

Both the vendor and exhibit areas are open during the 

day and two fun raffle events will also take place.  Daisaku’s 

exhibit critique begins in the early evening and it is always 

interesting to get a different perspective of our exhibit.  Our 

Saturday evening auction begins after dinner and is sure to be a 

fun time.  It is great to see what material is brought for the 

auctions and fun to see who goes home with which trees.  The 

four trees from Friday night’s and Saturday afternoon’s demos 

will be a part of the auction and will surely generate a lot of 

interest.   

Sunday 
Our last day begins with the last exhibit critique by 

Juan Andrade followed by a lovely brunch and the final demo 

by Bjorn.  Bjorn’s material will then be added to the final raffle 

drawing for the excitement of who will be the lucky winner of 

his creation.                                                                                      

The convention officially closes at noon as we bid our 

guests a fond farewell.  As you can tell it will be a fun and busy 

weekend so we hope you will join us.  The registration form can 

be found at www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com.  Workshops are 

filling up fast so don’t delay.  Send your form in quickly and 

we hope to see you in April in Dallas.  

 

JANUARY BONSAI 

By John Miller 

An article like this one is very limited in the 

amount of detail it can present on a subject. I would 

recommend that you read what Jonas Dupich of Bonsai 

Tonight started Dec 6 with a very good series on his blog 

(https://bonsaitonight.com/bonsai-blog/) to cover minute 

details on selection, watering, difference between healthy 

growth and vigorous growth, etc.  It is written so that you 

can see it in your backyard and not with calendar dates 

(usually useless in other areas) or just like he does in 

Calif. It is written especially for beginners but most of the 

more experienced people will learn a lot too with a lot of 

pictures of the details. 

It would be nice to be able to put your trees into 

2 or 3 groups--outdoor trees, indoor trees, flowering trees.  

But nature has not done anything so simple.  Some 

outdoor trees survive a lot of cold and others want to go 

http://www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/


dormant but can’t have their roots frozen at all.  Your job 

is to learn their foibles and work around them. 

In general, you start by knowing that deciduous 

trees will go dormant and stay that way until something 

awakens them.  Some are temperature sensitive, they go 

dormant when the temp drops in the fall and awaken when 

they get warm.  These should be kept in a shady area to 

keep them cool.  Others are sensitive in the change in day 

length: they go dormant when daylight gets short and will 

break buds when they sense the days getting longer.  

These are not so hard to care for. 

Evergreens do not go fully dormant.  They slow 

their processes but still use sunlight and some nutrients.  

However they still need their roots protected to prevent 

alternate freezing and thawing. 

All outdoor trees, both deciduous and evergreen, 

need to have their soil moisture maintained and their roots 

protected from deep freezes.  Since their sap flow is 

diminished, they cannot replace moisture lost to winds so 

they should be protected from a lot of wind.  The plants 

can be protected by using ground heat to minimize the low 

and high temps.  Set the pots on the ground and cover with 

mulch.  

For those with tropicals care at this time depends 

on your facilities for giving them heat and light, the two 

things usually in short supply in January.  I merely try to 

keep mine alive with the greenhouse at 50 degrees. Watch 

your greenhouse for the sun heating it too much. Be sure 

to monitor them for aphids and other problems.  They do 

not get enough light to actively grow anyway.  When the 

mame size shohin elms have had a month of dormancy I 

bring them into the greenhouse before the temps get to the 

lower twenties.  They respond by starting growth so I have 

them for ’soul food’ through January. 

Styling can be done at this time but no repotting 

unless you are going to keep the tree from freezing after 

that.  Repotting initiates new root development which is 

usually not very hardy.  Repotting is ‘best’ done when the 

tree is waking up indicated by buds swelling before they 

show any green. 

A better approach would be to study one or two 

thoroughly each day making notes on what needs to be 

done.  January is an excellent time to start any remodeling 

projects that may be necessary.  While the trees are 

dormant you have better view of the branch structure.  Do 

any need to be moved or removed?  Do any coarse 

branches need to be cut back to a smaller side branch for 

refinement?  Do any long straight branches need wiring 

to give them motion?  Does the tree really need a drastic 

redesign?  You can also trim the twigs back while you 

have them there.  You can also decide if that tree will need 

to be repotted this spring, is the present pot good or should 

you find a more appropriate pot for it. 

Indoor trees will be using more water to offset the 

lower humidity.  Soil will also be losing water faster 

through its surface.  Be sure to watch the indoor trees for 

insect problems.  Most plant insects love a controlled 

atmosphere like the indoors.  Spider mites seem to get the 

most attention here because they do great in a low 

humidity and the lack of foliage spraying.  Scale can be 

an easily overlooked source of trouble.  There is usually 

more severe problems with plants that have been kept 

outdoors in summer than brought in without any 

treatment.  Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and 

will require periodic trimming as they continue to grow 

through the winter. 

Tender or tropical trees that are kept indoors will 

be using more water to offset the lower humidity.  Soil 

will also be losing water faster through its surface.  Be 

sure to watch the indoor trees for insect problems.  Most 

plant insects love a controlled atmosphere like the 

indoors.  Spider mites seem to get the most attention here 

because they do great in a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be an easily overlooked 

source of trouble.  The flat green kind can be hard to spot 

on the underside of leaves or tight against the stem.  

Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and will require 

periodic trimming as they continue to grow through the 

winter. 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Cora Wade 

cdwade3@gmail.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2017 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer    

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2017_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 1-17 

 

  



Indemnity Release For FWBS Club Dig 
 

 

 I am voluntarily participating in the removal of potential bonsai trees 

(Ashe Juniper or others) at property owned by Mr. Steve Williamson on a 

400 acre tract in Nemo, Texas, at the end of County Road 421 and near 

the Brazos River.  This activity will take place between Feb 28 and March 

18, 2017.  I am doing so at my own risk and am aware of the risks 

associated with traveling to and from as well as participating in this 

activity which may include, but are not limited to, physical or 

psychological injury, pain suffering, illness, disfigurement, disability or 

even death.  Nevertheless, I assume all related risks of my participation in 

this activity including travel to, from and during this activity. 

Additionally, I shall defend, indemnify, and hold Mr. and/or Mrs. Stephen 

Williamson harmless from any loss or costs including reasonable 

attorney’s fees arising from our entry or activities on his property. Mr. and 

Mrs. Williamson shall not charge us for the trees themselves. 

 

 

 

__________________________________   __________________________________   __________________ 

Print legal name                                               Sign                                                              Date 


